
Why?  Many Community Benefits
…protecting and improving 
water quality in the lakes & 

streams of the Upper 
Tippecanoe River 

watershed.





7 all-sports 
high-speed 

lakes

2 lakes have 
“fast time” 

from 1-4pm



What is a wake?

Types of Water Sports

Rope Length
Speed / surface area
Goal

o Water Skiing

o Wakesurfing
o Wakeboarding



How to make a really big wake?

Type of boat
Fat sac
Ballast tanks
Wake Shaper  

Fact: wake boats
• Are heaving
• Have deeper props
• Create larger wakes



Concerns & Impacts
1. Ecological Impacts
o Shoreline Erosion
o Bottom disturbance
o Water quality & habitat degradation
o Spread of aquatic invasive species

2. Private Property Damage
o Shorelines
o Piers 
o Boats - not in operation & underway



Concerns & Consequences
3. Public Safety

oBig Waves = Rougher Water
• Smaller watercraft including people-powered
• Swimmers
oNight surfing (under 10mph)!
oWake surfing behind outboard or open prop

Small 
Lakes



Scientific Research
University of Minnesota St Anthony Falls
o Wakesurf boats need to operate > 500 -1,000 from shore 

to decrease their wake characteristics to levels similar to non-
wakesurf boats

o New research on prop wash – impacts lake bed > 20’ deep

Lilly Center for Lakes & Streams 2020
o 10’ deep for any boating activities that make a wake



What Can be Done?

o Educate  



What Can be 
Done?

Improve Resilience of 
Shorelines

o  Glacial stone seawalls

o  Native plants on the    
shoreline and in the water



What Else Can Be Done? Change the Law



Vermont – 2024 Legislation 
Wakesport Zones
o 500’ from shore  
o At least 20’ deep
o Min. 50 contiguous acres at least 200 feet in width

30 lakes meet this criteria & allow wakesports
Home lake rule

Maine – 2024 Legislation 
300’ from shore; 15’ deep; can petition to be wakesurf free 



WI – LastWildernessAlliance.org

MN – SafeWakes.org



Indiana Boating Law
What is the speed limit…?

o Small lakes (under 300 acres)  

o At night

o Within 200’ from shore

10 MPH

What is the loophole?



Proposed Law Changes
o 4 times in 5 years – 

State Rep. Dave Abbott 
has authored a bill

o Same bill language had 
support in 2022 from 
boat manufacturers, 
marinas & watersports 
industries

1. No wakesports between 
sunset and sunrise.

2. No wake surfing behind an 
outboard.

3. No wakesports on small 
lakes. Follow same rules as 
skiing (times/locations).

– because they consider it the minimum



Multi-State Collaboration

Article – A Wake Up Call

https://watershedfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/A-Wake-Up-Call-NALMS-article.pdf
https://watershedfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/A-Wake-Up-Call-NALMS-article.pdf


Contact Your Legislator
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/

& Indiana House 
Natural Resources 
Committee Chair

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/


Indiana Ecozones
• Regulations in IAC Code 312 IAC 5-6-1 allow for the 

establishment of special boating zones on public 
freshwater lakes to govern the operation of watercraft.

• Ecozones can protect or address unusual conditions or hazards, fish, wildlife, 
botanical resource management, or the protection of users.

• Have been established on Wawasee, Syracuse, Tippecanoe, James 
(Kosciusko), Olin, Simonton and Manitou – but not for this purpose!

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/files/fw-ecozone-flyer.pdf



Guiness World Record  
Longest Wakesurfing Session

Lori Keeton
o 8 hrs in 2021
o 14 hrs 48 min in 2022; 

attempted 24 hours

Raccoon Lake (reservoir), 
Parke County
o 2,100 ac & 11 miles long



TWF will continue 
protecting & improving 

water quality 
for today and for future 

generations.

Lyn Crighton
Executive Director

lyn@watershedfoundation.org 
(574) 834-3242 

www.WatershedFoundation.org
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